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Steps to
Establish a
Conservancy
District

In the
Torx-Area
Community

Establishing a conservancy district is an
open and public process that provides
multiple opportunities for community
input and review by certain government
bodies. The first step would be the filing
of a petition in the Fulton County Circuit
Court signed by at least 30 percent of the
property owners in the proposed district.
The petition would explain the purpose of
the district, which in this case would be to
provide a public, potable water supply.
The petition would also describe the
district’s funding source, which in

this case would be Textron.

A map would be filed with the petition
showing the properties to be included

in the district. The map would also be
required to show the subdivision of the
district into three separate “sub-districts.”

Once the original petition is filed, the
court would set a hearing date. Public

notice of that hearing would be provided
through both mail and in the newspaper
at least 30 days before the hearing. The
public may attend the hearing and
comment on the petition. Unless a
petition is filed in opposition to creating
the district, the court would then refer the
matter to the Indiana Natural Resources
Commission (INRC). (A petition opposing
the district would require the signatures of
at least 51 percent of the property owners
or those who own at least 66 2/3 percent
of the assessed valuation of the property
within the district.)

The INRC would review the need for the
district and its economic and engineering
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feasibility and would also hold a public
hearing. The INRC would issue a report
to the court within 120 days of receiving
the referral.

After receiving the INRC5 report, the
court would hold another hearing and
then order the establishment of the district
if, taking into account the INRC report,
the evidence supports that the public
would be served by the establishment

of the district. The court would also
determine an original Board of Directors
(including one for each sub-district) and
the directors’ respective terms in office.
Thereafter, directors would be elected by
the property owners. Once the Court
establishes the district, the board would
meet to review Textron’s detailed plans
for the water line’s construction,
operation and maintenance, and their
costs and funding. Upon approval by
the district board of Textron’s plan, it
would be submitted to the INRC, which
would either approve the plan or
request changes.

Following the IRNC approval of the
district plan, the plan would be filed
with the court, which would hold one
last hearing after public notice. The court
would then approve the plan if it finds
that the plan is appropriate and feasible
and that the public would be served.

Textron would then proceed to construct
the water line and upon its completion
would turn it over to the district to

manage, using Textron funding.
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